

1 . (Amended t\yice) An apparatus for packaging contact lenses, said apparatus 
comprising: 

. a pluralityspf discrete carriers, said carriers being movable within said 
apparatus; [and] 

a plurality of contact lens containersr ^ach container having a recess, a 
sealing flange about theWcess, and a conmct l^as within said recess , a single 



one of said containers being, mounted on 
a lidstock maneuvering system ft 



a single one of said carriers : and 
r placing lidstook over said recess 



and said sealing flange of said c^tainersVvv'faere^ said lidstock is sealed 

to said sealing flange, said containers and lidstock form sealed packages. 



2. (Amended once) The apparatus according, to claim 1, wherein each carrier has 
a cavity, each [container having a bowl,] said [bo\l] recess of said container being 
[receiving] received in said cavity of said carrier. 



5. (Amended twice) Ti^e apparatus of claim 1 . wherein said apparatus further 
compris[ing]es: 

n 

a plurality of lifts;^ 

a plurality, of platens^ach of said platans being individually supported 
by one of said lifts, each of ^id [containers] carriers being mounted on a 
respective one of said platens; ano\ 

a mandrel disposed above saM platens; [and] 

wherein said lifts apply pressure^within a predetermined range, to each 
of said containers. 



x 



(Amended once) The \pparatus accor4j^g to claim 5, [further comprising a] 
wherein said lidstock maneuvering system lis operative to engage a lidstock and to 



position said lidstock between said Viandrel and said plurality of platens 




7. (Amended once) The apparatus according to claim [5] 6, wherein said lidstock 
has a thickness and said container has a thickness, and further wherein said mandrel is 
selectively moveable between a Retracted upper^pesition and an engaged lower 
position to seal said lidstock to said ^ontainers^ and wherein in said lower position, a 
pressure applied by said mandrel agaipst eaph of said platens is maintained within 
said predetermined range by the respective lifts, thereby compensating for tolerance 
differences in the thickness of said container^and the_thiekness of said lidstock to 
ensure that an adequate seal is formed between said lidstock and each of said 
containers. 



9. (Amended twice) The [An] apparatus of claim K wherein [for automatically 
packaging contact lenses,] said apparatus further comprises[ing]: 
[at least We carrier; 

a plurality of contact lens containers being mounted on said at least one 
carrier;] 

a plurality of^ifts; 
a plurality of Vnandrels disposed above each of said [at least one] 
carriers, each of said rr^andrels being indivkluMhf supported by one of said 
lifts; x ' 

wherein said lifts a^ply pressure, vfithin a predetermined range, to each 
of said mandrels. 



10. (Amended twice) The apparatus^ according to claim 9, further comprising a 
lidstock maneuvering system operative to engage a lidstock and to position said 
lidstock between said mandrels and said [at least one] carriers. 



11. (Amended twice) The apparatus accordmg to claim 9, wherein said lidstock 
has a thickness and said container has a thickness, wherein said mandrel s are [is] 
selectively moveable between a retracted upper position and an engaged lower 
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position to seal said lidstock to said containers, and wherein in said lower position, a 
pressure applied by said mandrelV against each of said [platens] containers is 
maintained within said predetermined range by the respective lifts, thereby 
compensating for tolerance differences Vi the thickness of said containers and the 
thickness of said lidstock to ensure that \n adequate seal is formed between said 
lidstock and each of said containers. 



15. (Amended knee) The [Anl apparatus [for packaging contact lenses, said 
apparatus comprising] of claim 1 . wherein said lidstock maneuvering system further 
comprises : 

a lidstodk having indicia printed thereon[, said lidstock being fed from 
a roll under tension]; and 

a vision alWiment inspection system having means for checking the 
print quality on sai eft lidstock and for simultaneously checking for registration 
of said lidstock withii\said apparatus^ 

16. (Amended once) The\ apparatu£ of claim 15, therein said lidstock 
maneuvering system further compris[ingJgs a printing^stem and a cutting system, 
wherein said lidstock is fed from [said] a_rdlHmder tension into said printing system 
and said cutting system, and said vision alignment inspection system is located after 
said printing system. 



17. (Amended once) The apparatus of claim 15, wherein said lidstock 
maneuvering system further compris[ing]es a printing system and a cutting system, 
wherein said lidstock is fed from [said] aVoll under tension into [a] said printing 
system and said cutting system and said alignment inspection system is located 
between said printing system and said cutting system. 

19. (Amended once) The apparatus of\laim [17] 16, wherein said cutting system 



is located after said printing system. 

20. (Amended once) The appatatus of c^iim [18j^f, wherein said cutting system 
is located after said printing system. 



Kindly add new claim 22-25 as follows: 



—22. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein multiple said containers are sealed to said 
lidstock to form a set of packages. 

23. The apparatus of claim 16, wherein said lidstock is held in position by said 
lidstock maneuvering system between said mandrel ^nd said plurality of platens until 
said mandrel contacts said lidstock) 

24. The apparatus of claim 10, wWein said lidstock is held inposition by said 
lidstock maneuvering system between s^id plurality of man^reKand said platen until 
said mandrels contact said lidstock. 

25. The apparatus of claim 15, wherein multiple said containers are sealed to said 
lidstock to form a set of packages — 

Remarks 

The above amendments and remarks which follow are in response to the 
Office Action mailed March 30, 2000 in which claims 1, 2, 5-8 and 21 were rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 102, and 103, and claims 9-20 were finally withdrawn from 
consideration due to a restriction requirement. All of the rejections of the claims, and 
the restriction requirement are traversed and reconsideration of the claims as amended 
herein is respectfully requested. 

The Office Action indicates that claims 9-20 were withdrawn from 
consideration due to a restriction requirement. Although the restriction requirement is 
traversed claims 9, and 15 were amended to depend from claim 1; therefore, Group I 
presently consists of claims 1, 2, 5-12, 15-25, because all the Group I claims have the 
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